
MAINTZ WILDLIFE PRESERVE 

Allen Gathman and Mark Haas, July 2019 

804 acres. Cape Girardeau Co.  DeLorme 58, D-2 

GPS:  37.4874874649,-89.8034724008 

MDC owned; for more information call 573-290-5730 or see web site: 

https://nature.mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/places/maintz-wildlife-preserve 

  

Directions: Northwest of Jackson, take Route B north, then County Road 472 west 1.5 miles, or Route BB 

west 1.9 miles. County Road 471 runs through the preserve, intersecting both County Road 472 and 

Route BB. 

ADA Information: No accessible facilities. Birding from the road and parking areas is possible.   

  

When to Visit/Species to Expect: Spring and fall migrations for passerines. Woodpeckers, raptors, and 

sparrows year-round, but easiest to view in winter. Occasional waterfowl on larger ponds. Best for 

woodland, shrub, and grassland species. 

  

Features of interest to birders: Maintz comprises land that was originally a number of small farms, 

starting from a 250-acre donation by the late Ty Maintz of Oak Ridge.  You can impress the locals by 

pronouncing it “Mantz,” the way Mr. Maintz’s relatives do.  It is managed by the MDC for hunting, 

particularly for Northern Bobwhite and Mourning Dove.  There are extensive grassland areas and some 

cropland that provides wildlife feed. Approximately 1/3 of the land is wooded. There are several ponds 

stocked for fishing in the preserve, as well as numerous unstocked “water holes”.  

A good way to bird Maintz is to start from the parking lot on State Highway BB, marked lot #6 on the 

MDC map.  Just east of the lot is a shallow seasonal wetland which often has some waders and 

waterfowl in season. A berm leads along the south side of that wetland and then turns north by more 

wetlands, and is normally mowed and easy to walk.  The area is good for warblers during migration.  A 

gravel road leads east from the parking lot and uphill to a fishing pond (#3); if you approach quietly you 

may surprise waterfowl here as well.  On the way, there are some trees and open grassland with typical 

species.   To the north of the pond you’ll see a barn owl nesting box like a big white mailbox on a post; 

please keep your distance to avoid disturbing the residents in the spring and summer.   

From lot #6, proceed a short distance west to CR 473, and turn right.  This takes you through a little 

private land to lot #7, which gives access to some wildlife feed fields and shrubby grassland.  Continuing 

north to CR 472, you turn right to lots #8 and #9.  A small pond (#5) is accessible from lot #8.  Proceed 

east on CR 472 and turn right on CR 471, where you will find lot #3 and the archery range.  Do not enter 

trail if archers are present. Technically the range is closed to all uses except archery.  If no archers are 

present, as is often the case, you can walk the archery range trail through a forested area.  The trail is 

good for typical woodland species such as Kentucky Warbler, Acadian Flycatcher, and tanagers in the 

summer; Yellow-Rumped Warbler and Golden-crowned Kinglet in winter, as well as migratory species in 

spring and fall.  

Continuing south on CR 471 you’ll come to lot #4.  Park and check the creek bed south of the lot, then 

walk the gravel road uphill to the west.  At the top of the rise to your right is a clearing where the old 

barn has been torn down, and far to the north you’ll see another Barn Owl nesting box.  Again, observe 



only at a distance.  Continue westward to the large pond (#2).  The dam above the pond is the best spot 

in the area for American Woodcocks, which can usually be heard and seen displaying before sunrise or 

after sunset from late winter into spring.  If you continue across the dam and up a rise, there is a large 

grassland area to the south that is good for sparrows; the woods to the north harbor a good population 

of woodpeckers, especially Red-Headed Woodpecker, as well as Great Horned, Barred, and occasionally 

Eastern Screech Owls.    

Another parking area further south on CR 471 (#5) gives access to more similar habitat and another 

fishing pond (#1) that is remarkably devoid of birds in my experience.  However, the trail between the 

parking lot and pond #1, and other mowed trails in the field to the south, are some of the best on the 

area for fox sparrows, towhees, and other sparrows.  

If you go back north to CR 472 and turn right, park at lot #2 and cross the road to walk north into some 

shrubby fields, which are also excellent sparrow habitat.  Once you pass an area planted in wildlife 

crops, there are fields of native wildflowers that are worth a visit in their own right.   

Continuing east on CR 472, there are a couple of small pull-outs that aren’t marked on the MDC map.  It 

is usually possible to walk in on a mowed path to pond #4.  The open fields on the way frequently yield 

Eastern Meadowlark and Bell’s Vireo; the brushy area at the upper end of the pond is worth a look.   

Continuing east on CR 472 you can get back to State Highway B.   

  

Toilets:  None 

  

Camping:  Camping is permitted near the archery range at the intersection of County Roads 471 and 472 

(parking area #3. 

  

Hazards/Limitations:  In tall grass and wooded areas, ticks and chiggers are abundant in the summer. 

The area is hunted, so wear orange in season.  Avoid the opening of dove season on September 1.  

Nearby Birding Sites:  Apple Creek CA, Trail of Tears SP, Seventy-Six CA, Lake Girardeau CA, Perry County 

Community Lake.  

 

  



 


